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       NOTICE TO THE BAR 
AUGUST 12, 2026 

 
UPDATES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS TO COURT ELECTRONIC 

RECORDS (“PACER”) USERS 
 

Notice is hereby given to the Bar and all interested parties that changes affecting users of 
Public Access to Court Electronic Records (“PACER”) will be implemented, beginning August 
17, 2026. Additional changes will become effective on January 1, 2027.  
 

I. PACER Updated Password Standards Enforcement Beginning August 17, 
2026 
 

Beginning August 17, 2026, PACER users who have not updated their password in the last 
18 months will be randomly selected to update their password to comply with the updated 
password standards. New passwords must contain 14-45 characters and at least one lowercase 
letter, one uppercase letter, and one special character (all special characters are allowed). 
Passwords may not contain any part of one’s first name, last name, username, or email address. 

 
 All PACER users must update their passwords every 180 days to reduce the risk of 

extended use of compromised passwords.  
 
Impacted users will be prompted to update their password upon login. Users can skip the 

process three times before their account is locked. Once an account is locked, users will not be 
able to perform any activity until they change their password. 

 
 In preparation, users should know their security questions and answers and have access to 

the email address associated with their PACER account if they need to reset their password. If 
users do not know this information, they should contact the PACER Service Center for assistance.  
Finally, if using third-party software, users should verify if they need to take any additional action 
as it relates to that software. 
 

II. Temporary PACER Fee Increase Effective January 1, 2027 
   

To fund the accelerated initiative to modernize and strengthen the security of its case 
management and public access system, the Judiciary is implementing a modest temporary 
increase in fees for electronic access to court records, beginning on January 1, 2027. The Judicial 
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Conference’s Executive Committee, acting on behalf of the full Conference, decided 
to increase the fee for Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) by $.02 cents per 
page, from $.10 cents to $.12 cents. In addition, the automatic exemption for PACER fees was 
raised from $30 to $40 quarterly, ensuring that the vast majority of individual users (those who 
use $40 or less in PACER services quarterly) would continue to incur no fee or fee increase. 
 

Anyone with questions regarding these changes is encouraged to contact the PACER 
Service Center via telephone at (800) 676-6856 (Monday – Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Central 
Time) or via email to: pacer@psc.uscourts. 
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