UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY
NOTICE TO THE BAR
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE LOCAL CIVIL RULES

Notice is hereby given to the Bar and all interested parties that the United States District
Court for the District of New Jersey proposes to amend the Local Civil Rules. The proposed
amendments are posted for public comment as required by 28 U.S.C. § 2071(b) at
http://www.njd.uscourts.gov.

New text underlined.
40.1

(a) A civil action filed against a Judge shall be assigned to a Judge in a vicinage other than the
vicinage where the defendant Judge maintains his or her permanent duty station and if the
assignee Judge determines that the suit is patently frivolous, or if judicial immunity is plainly
applicable, the assignee Judge need not recuse, but in all other cases, the assignee Judge is
disqualified and shall refer the matter to the Chief Judge for assignment outside the District of

New Jersey.

(h) If assignment to a Judge pursuant to (q) above is a reassignment of a civil action that results
from the originally assigned Judge being named as a defendant Judge in that civil action, the
newly assigned Judge shall promptly determine whether the suit against the Judge is patently
frivolous or judicial immunity applies. If the assigned Judge determines that judicial immunity
is a complete defense or the suit against the Judge is patently frivolous that warrants the
dismissal of the defendant Judge, the assigned Judge shall promptly notify the Chief Judge upon
the issuance of an order dismissing the defendant Judge. The Chief Judge shall thereafter, if
appropriate, reassign the civil action to the originally assigned Judge.

Comments must be received by the Clerk of the Court by March 8, 2019 and should be
addressed to:

William T. Walsh, Clerk of Court
United States District Court
Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Bldg. & U.S. Courthouse
50 Walnut St.
Newark, NJ 07101
or by e-mail to: localrules@njd.uscourts.gov
Date: For the Court
JOSE L. LINARES
Chief Judge
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